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Congressman Dent meets Middle Eastern allies as part of 
Homeland Security Committee delegation 

 
Washington, D.C. — U.S. Rep. Charlie Dent returned late Sunday 

from participating in a House Homeland Security Committee overseas 
delegation, saying he was impressed with the progress of international 
counterterrorism cooperation as well as political and economic reform in 
Arab countries.  
 

The delegation visited five countries in five days — Jordan, Israel, 
Egypt, Morocco, plus a meeting with United Nations and American embassy 
officials in Vienna, Austria. During the week-long trip, the Congressman 
had an opportunity to meet with high-level security and intelligence officials 
in those countries. 
 

The delegation, led by Rep. Pete King of New York, also included 
Rep. Michael McCaul of Texas, Rep. Carolyn McCarthy of New York, and 
Delegate Donna Christian-Christensen of the U.S. Virgin Islands.  
 

In Jerusalem, Congressman Dent spoke with the Israeli Minister of 
Internal Security about challenges facing security on mass transit and other 
issues.  

 
“Israeli counterintelligence officials emphasized that good intelligence 

is 95 percent of preventing terrorist attacks,” Dent said. “I left with a great 
appreciation for the special relationship between the United States and 
Israel.” 
 



In Jordan, Congressman Dent and the other delegates met with that 
country’s national security advisor, national intelligence director and senior 
law enforcement officials (a scheduled meeting with King Abdullah II had 
to be cancelled due to the monarch’s attendance of Saudi King Fahd’s 
funeral.)  
 

“I am extremely pleased by the high level of cooperation between the 
Jordanian government and the American government,” Congressman Dent 
said. “The Jordanian government is quite genuinely sincere about promoting 
moderate Islam, because they believe jihadist terrorists are a grave threat to 
Jordan and to regional stability.” 
 

Congressman Dent added that Jordan is also contributing to stability 
in Iraq by training 35,000 Iraqi security forces. 
 

In Egypt, the representatives expressed condolences to officials over a 
July terrorist attack at Sharm el-Sheik, a Red Sea resort. The delegation met 
with that country’s Interior Minister and justice officials. Congressman Dent 
further commended Egypt in its efforts to combat international money-
laundering operations and to enact political reforms in that key country in 
the Middle East. 
 

In Morocco, the delegation met with officials in a country that also 
has been helpful to international efforts to quell the threat of terrorism. 
Morocco suffered a terrorist attack in Casablanca in 2003.  
 

“Like Israel, these three countries — Jordan, Egypt and Morocco — 
have suffered at the hands of terrorists, and they have a genuine interest in 
pursing economic and political reforms as an answer to the problem of 
global terrorism,” Congressman Dent said.  
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